[Possibility of the existence of a pre-incision stage of DNA repair].
A study was made of the influence of protease activity inhibition by phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride and modification of the chromatin structure by polyamines on the rate of formation and repair of DNA single-strand breaks in 3T3 cells affected by UV- or gamma-radiation. The results obtained suggest that a change in the chromatin structure, with the participation of the proteolytic activity, may be a stage preceding endonuclease incision in the process of excision DNA repair.